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THIS WEEK’S PROGRAM

Griffin-Spalding Development Authority Update

Griffin Rotarians were updated on the Lakes at Green Valley by Griffin Spalding County Development
Authority (GSDA) by Executive Director David Luckie and Board Chair Chuck Copeland. The 600-acre
Lakes at Green Valley facility is owned and operated by the GSDA. Luckie said that the Lakes is the
first and only Eco-Park in Georgia and possibly in the Southeast. It is the only park in the nation that
developed its own eco standards instead of following LEED standards. It is Georgia GRAD certified. A
major asset for this site is its location on SR 16 close to Interstate 75. In fact, all GSDA industrial parks
are located on the east side of Griffin. Luckie added that several intersections on SR 16 are changing,
and left turns from side roads will not be allowed. A 4-lane round-about will be constructed at Wild
Plum Road in about 4 years. The Big Shanty will be renovated, and a 1.1-mile walking trail will be
added around the lake in front of Big Shanty. GSDA is working with UGA Archway to create a
recreational area on approximately 40 acres. Only three sites remain in the park for development.
They are site E (20 acres), G (15 acres), and J/K (22 acres). Since 2014, $310 million has been invested
in the park, 1.97 million square feet of buildings have been constructed, and 1,125 workers have been
hired. Chuck Copeland provided more on the fiscal impact analysis of this industrial park. He said that
GSDA is working with the Georgia Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute with assistance from the UGA
Archway Partnership to conduct the study. Sixty companies are currently in operation and have created
3500+ jobs, had a payroll greater than $160 million, and a real and personal property value of $268
million for 2017. These businesses are located entirely in Spalding County with less than 50% in Griffin.
The fiscal impact model showed an overall $20.1 impact with Spalding County receiving $9.6 million,
the Board of Education $7.5 million, and the City of Griffin $3.0 million. Copeland added that this is a
conservative estimate for the impact of the Lakes at Green Valley Industrial park. For the past 3 years,
585 new jobs have been created in Spalding County. Prior to 2000, GSDA was jointly funded by the
City of Griffin and Spalding County. GSDA is now funded at only 12% by the county with the remainder
from funds derived from the industrial parks. Based on the current level of reserves. Copeland predicted
Chuck Copeland they would be out of funds in 3 to 5 years.
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ROTARY: Francisco Diez, Jordan Piland, and Jordan Roberts were inducted as our newest

MAKING A Griffin Rotarians on Thursday. Pictured with President Tom Gardner (r) from left

DIFFERENCE to right are Kirk Kealey (proposer for Diez), Diez, Chuck Copeland (proposer for
Piland), Roberts, and Brett Bell (proposer for Roberts). Classifications for each
are: Diez — Education - University; Piland - Insurance - Home; Roberts - Business
Services - Copiers/Printers. Welcome to our Rotary Family!
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